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been transformed by an active forward-
pressing racial tendency, and by the
influence of an earlier religion (SEHINTOISM)
which had specially developed the feelings
of individuality and of nationality.”
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to look towards great aims—aims which are
to be reached through time,and not through
the overthrow of time. By means of trans-
formations and adaptations this contribu-
tion to spritual lifc has been preserved to
the continued life of the race, even though
the narrow frame within which the con-
tribution was originally presented has been
destroyed. The struggling human will has
found, in thc great metaphors of Jesus,
symbols it could adopt as its own. But for
Bhuddha’s ideas such a transformation and
adaptation was not so easy ; he offered
sedatives not motives ; hence his positive
irfluece on spritual life and on the stream
of culture was necessarily more restricted.
Buddha’s thoughts arc like thc grains of
corn which neither destroyed nor fulfilled,
still lie within Egyptian graves as they
were laid centuries ago. DBut the thoughts
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of Jesus have proved their fruitfulness ; for,
perishing in their original form, they have
in virtue of this dissolution risen again to
grow and work under mnew conditions
throughvut a succession of historical adapta-
tions. Buddha softened Asia, but Jesus
taught Europe a great Excelsior.”
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greatest possible happiness, for this follows
necessarily from the former ) is, to say the*
least, a necessary idea, which must be placed
at the foundation not only of the first plan of
the constitution of the state, but of all its
laws. And in this it is not necessary at the
outset to take account of the obstacles
which lie in our way—-obstacles which per-
haps do not necessarily avise from the
character of human nature, but rather from
the previous neglect of true ideas in
legislation. For there is nothing more
pernicious and more unworthy of a philo-
sopher than the vulgar appeal to a so-called
“adverse experience which indeed would not
have existed, if those institutions had been
established at the proper time and in accord-
ance Wif.ih ideas ; while instead of this, con-
ceptions, crude for the very reason that they
have drawn firom experience, have marred
W
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and frustrated all our better views and
inventions. The more legislation and
gowernment are in harmony with this idea,
the more rare do punishments become, and
thys it is quite reasonable to maintain as
Plato did, that in a perfect state no
punishments at all would be necessary.
Now although a perfect state may ncver
exist, the idea is not on that account the
less just, which holds up this maximum as
the archetype or standard of a constitution,
in order to bring legislative government
always nearer and nearer to the greatest
possible perfection. For at what precise
degree human nature must stop its progress’
and how wide must be the chasm which
must necessarily exist between the idea and
its realization, are problems which' no one
can or ought to determine—and for this
reason, that it is the destinatign of freedom
Y
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“Greek ethics is occupied with the
task of reconciling the different elements
of the life and the soul. Self-assertion here
oceupies the first place. A man cannot
rise to his best self in the absence of
inner harmony ; an inner order must be
established *so that no one element shall
encroach on any other, but every
element functions rightly in the great
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harmony of the soul’s life. And that
individual who is able to place himself
in a harmonious relation to the human
society in which he lives, similar to
that in which the single elements within
his own soul stand to the whole—
that is to say that individual who is
able to sub-ordinate himself to the larger
totality as a particular member of it—is
leading the right life.”
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Dr. Hoffding farfvates,—

“In Christian Ethics obedience, ‘the
obedience of faith is cardinal virtue—
a natural consequence, this, of the prin-
'ciple of authority. As compared with
obedience love is sub-ordinate. Pride is
the greatest sin, for it refuses obedience.
Egotistic' self-assertion is condemned rather °
because it is opposed to obedience than to
love. The demand for obedience is a demand .
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“We have before us the Christian and
the Greek conceptions of life. And if we
must choose between them, there ig no
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nearly related to the Greek conception than
to that of primitive Christianity.” wefte
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